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Awg Stults, Co-{pundey Dmulﬁfvﬂ&Opmm

Amy is O devoted wife to her husband of 11 years, a Classical homeschooling mom to a seven-
year-old Superhero and the co-founder of Heart of the Matter and A Woman Inspired Minisiries. She
has a passion for genealogy and is aspiring to be a Proverbs 31 lady. Be sure fo visit her blog at Milk
and Cookies.

Awy Buulis, Cw&g«wdm, Dinactov ofy Dewelopments
Mcrﬁ%@ her%t fiend and “fnain squeeze", Amy Bavyliss igﬁ‘ﬂh year home/co-schooling mom fo

three boys. She enjoys writing about the eclectic teachings that bring a gliimmer of curicsity fo the
eyes of her sons. In addifion to being the co-founder of Heart of the Matter and A Woman Inspired
Ministries, she writes for Internet Cafe Devotions. Be sure to visit her blog, AmyBayliss.com and her
family's homeschool blog: Integrity Academy.

Masho D, Edior-iu-Clis

Marsha is proud to be the Mrs, to David for over 12 yedrs. They have been homeschooling their
rowdy boys in the Lone Star State for the past 5 yvears. When she's feeling like a slacker, you can find
her drinking coffee, reading a book and writing at her blog — and sometimes all at the same time!
You can find Marsha at Other Such Happenings.

Joails s, Dlgital Mogogine Dagm
Janet is a first year meschcgl_ng mother T%ﬂug;:hildren. age-ix and under. $he and her husband
Jason are in their fenth year of mamage and seventh year living in Asia. They currently live in Indone-
sia where her husband teaches at an Christian International schocl. Janet is alsc owner of THE DAILY

DIGI (a website for digital scrapbookers and photegraphers) and blegs about her life as a wife,
mother, and homeschooling mom at The Well Rounded Mama.

Moudy MG, Copy Edili

JMandy is @homeschool grad o has set out to homeschool her three young munchkins in an
unschooling meets discipleship method. In her column "Delightfully Discipled,” she gives a glimpse
info the curicus minds of her children as they follow their natural instincts fo explore the heights and
depths of knowledge and are led though Godly discipleship. She blogs at MandyMom.com and
Noggin News.

Koniw Kathering, Dinector o Towions
Karin Katherine is a proud stay-at-home mather of four who feels blessed to be the mother of 5 year
old fraternal twin boys and two daughters, ages three and 10 months. You are invited to follow her

homeschooling adventures at www.PassportAcademy.com and her adventures as a mother, wife,
homemaker, decorator and organizer at www. MommyMattersBlog.com

Augoly DiRosstl; o Kovians Covrdunaty

Angela DeRossett is military wife, homeschooling mother, and an advocate for autism research. She
also serves as the Heart of the Matter e-Reviews Coordinator. Angela can be found blogging at Ho-
meschooling the Chaotic Family and Memoirs of a Chaotic Mommy.

Low Mo Matty, Do o, Dewotivns

Leri is a 5th year homeschool mom to 3. Currewitly she homeschools an th grader, a 7th grader and
a 5th grader. Lori hopes to impart peace and inspiration amidst the daily chaoos. It's in the daily de-
tails of life that she is continually inspired! Be sure to visit her blog at All You Have to Give and at Inter-
net Cafe Devotions.
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A T Words oy Joudl?

Even before | had kids, | was scared of two important parenting tasks:
potty training and teaching my children to read. As confident as | was in
other areas, these two important milestones in a child’s life seemed out of
the realm of something that | could teach. | offen wondered what would
happen if my fears came true and my kids never learned to do either.
Now the rational side of me told me not to worry, but my rational side
doesn’t hang around our house much.

And now here | am...seven years and four kids later. All four of my children
are potty trained. My seven year old reads with ease and | am in the pro-
cess of teaching my five year old to read (using Teach Your Child to Read
in 100 Easy Lessons). Each day | am amazed that the gift of reading truly is
something | can pass on to my children.

As | have spent hours putting this magazine together | have had the privi-
lege of reading the articles written by women whose expertise and experi-
ence in reading far exceeds mine. It has been encouraging to read
about different methods for teaching, encouraging, and helping readers
of dll levels. There is one common theme woven throughout these ar-
ficles: the written word is a gift to all of us and it is our joy as homeschooling
parents to hold our child's hand and heart as we share the love of read-
ing. | hope that all of you are as inspired as | have been.

~ Joualy Hullips

Magazine Design
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You know there are times when we wish to really bury the past. It haunts us, re-
minds us of what was, and terrifies us of what could be. And it colors every-
thing we do, because it dictates who we are and what we have become.

For me, my past placed a deep shadow on the subject of reading.

[ have a mild case of Dyslexia, nothing major and I can normally work around
it by being careful. Re-reading sentences that don't quite make sense, using
spell checker religiously, and having my wonderful husband read things for
content.

However, learning to read for me was a nightmare. My mom ran out of pa-
tience LONG before [ learned the alphabet. And when there was nowhere to
turn for help, reading became a “painful” learning experience. Back then, Dys-
lexia wasn't known, and learning disabilities were spoken of in back rooms
only. So for me to have such difficulties, well let's just say it's a miracle [ don't
have a complete block when it comes to picking up the written word.

Now, though, Tlove to read. Ilove making my escape in far off lands, fighting
dragons, falling in love with Romeo and finding buried treasure. And so when
[ began homeschooling, my greatest desire was to instill in my children that
same love and desire. My oldest two girls were public schooled for a while, so
someone else taught them the basics. [ soon discovered though that my second
child was facing the same difficulties as I did. She could sometimes recognize
the high frequency words, but she couldn’t spell anything, she couldn’t read
words in order and she couldn’t sound things out in the proper order. In short,
she couldn‘t read and her teacher didn‘t care enough to work with her. She
was falling more and more behind and so we brought her home to learn.

But remember what I said about the past and wishing to bury it? I soon found
that I was ill equipped to teach her something that I had such ill memories of. I
would lose patience so quickly, and the more frustrated she got, the more tense
[ became. 1 had a good talk with myself and did what any geod mom would
do-I put it off until I knew what the heck [ was doing!

I searched the internet for the answer-Hmmm, PHONICS right? I knew any
good reader needed to under stand phonics so that's where we began. I took a
full year to review her phonics. I used phonics pathways, flash cards, white
boards, and the like. My patience was tested beyond my limits, but I had

boards, and the like. My patience was tested beyond my limits, but [
had learned from my mom-to just back off. As soon as frustration was
setting in, we packed it away for the day. It was a VERY slow process.
And I never thought we were getting anywhere. After about 12 months
of frustration and self-doubt (for both me and her) I went looking

online again. [ just knew there had to be an answer that I was missing.

What I found was Back on the Right Track Reading
(www.righttrackreading.com) . It was a remedial reading program that
took vou through the next step. It helped you review the sounds, and
then place them together, in a different way than Phonics Pathways
{which took the Ba Be Bi Bo Bu approach). But this new program took
it to their hands! You used 2 inch tiles that you wrote the sounds on.
And you used them to work on taking the step from just saying the
sounds to creating words. By using this hands on approach it took the
need for my daughter to have to visualize the words in her mind and
actually had her ereating them in her hands. There was no need for her
to keep it straight in her mind-as long as they were straight in her
hands. She could just keep at it until she got it right. Her frustration
level was reduced instantly!

Over the next school year my daughter went from barely being able to
read (not necessarily comprehend) an early 2nd grade level-to a mid
oth grade comprehension level. Being able to switch gears and teaching
style made all the difference. [ have learned that for her, anything that
can get her to do hands on is an instant success. Anything that she has
to do internally is a long drawn out process. Her dyslexia has created a
need to not only see things, but to work with them. Since this discovery,
I have taken this into the other subjects that she struggles with, such as
math. Every lesson is now done with manipulatives.

So what about the past? Do [ still wish to bury it? Well yes and no. It's
not very pleasant memory-wise, but that memory did teach me to walk
away when [ was out of my depth. To look first, learn first, then teach
it. Being a parent to a struggling child has its challenges. We just have
to take the time to find out where the problem lies and keep looking for
that solution.
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I'wrote the 100 most common sight words on index cards and punched a hole in the upper corner of each
one. I placed all the cards on MY metal ring. When he was able to read a word he got to "steal” it from me
and place it on HIS metal ring. He loved this because it was a competitive game and he really enjoyed
seeing my stack dwindle. If we reviewed his whole stack and he forgot one, I got to take it back. It was a
lot of fun for both of us.

2, Thunsune H

My son LOVED going on treasure hunts. For anything and every-
thing. So I took advantage of this by writing some of his toy names on
index cards. First, [ hid the toys around the house. Next, [ took the
cards and placed them in the treasure chest. He drew a card, read it
and went off in search of the hidden toy. Sometimes we did this in re-
verse, where [ hid the cards and he chose a toy from the treasure
chest.

I drew a large ladder on a piece of cardboard and let him use his favorite action figure to climb the ladder.
With each correct word, the action figure got to climb a ladder rung.

A« Poutokes, Pncnkos

[ use the Dolche sight words again and wrote them on circles
of tan or cream construction paper, to resemble pancakes.

[ would place a"pancake” into a frying pan and tell him that
he had to hurry up and read the word and flip it with the
spatula before it burnt.

o CR-SH-TR-UWK

[ wrote out these 4 digraphs on a large piece of cardboard. Each one had it's own square large enough for
him to stand in. T would call out a word (such as shoe, whale, couch, or three) and he would jump to the
corresponding square.
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